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September 26-28, 2018
SC&RA Crane

& Rigging Workshop
Louisville, KY
WWW.scranet.org

October 2-4, 2018
Breakbulk Americas
Houston, TX
www.breakbulk.com

October 11, 2018

Lift & Move USA
NessCampbell Crane
Portland, OR

www. liftandmoveusa.com

October 14-17, 2018
AWRF Fall
General Meeting
San Antonio, TX
www.awrf.org

November 29, 2018

Lift & Move USA
Superior Cranes
Rockingham, NC
www.liftandmoveusa.com

December 4-6, 2018
Power Gen
Orlando, FL
WWW.POWEr-gen.com

January 3-6, 2019
SC&RA Board &
Committee Meeting
Wailea, HI
WWW.scranet.org

January 22-25, 2019
World of Concrete
Las Vegas, NV

www.worldofconcrete.com/en/

attendee.html

February 19-22, 2019
SC&RA Specialized
Transportation
Symposium

Westin Galleria Houston
Houston, TX
WWW.scranet.org

April 8-14, 2019
Bauma

Munich, Germany
www.bauma.de

April 23-27, 2019
SC&RA Annual
Conference

Omni La Costa Resort
Carlsbad, CA
WWW.scranet.org

ACT AUGUST 2018

ccording the Federal Motor Carrier

Safety Administration regulation

§396.11, “A driver must prepare a
driver vehicle inspection report (DVIR) at the
completion of each day’s work and shall submit
those reports to the motor carrier upon his/her
return to the home terminal”

It sounds simple enough. Just fill out a DVIR
when you’re done working for the day and you're
good to go — Ts crossed and Is dotted. Easy, right?

Well, for the most part that’s true - and it’s
pretty much that simple. That said, I do answer
my fair share of questions from motor carriers
looking for guidance on when and how to
correctly fill out a DVIR, exactly what needs
to be included on the form, and the specifics
around keeping them on file.

To start, remember that a motor carrier
can use any type of DVIR it chooses as long
as the report contains the information and
signatures required. And since §396.11 is not
specific on where DVIRs need to be stored,
it’s perfectly acceptable to keep them at either
the motor carrier’s principal place of business,
or the location where the vehicle is housed or
maintained. However, it's the motor carrier that
is responsible for retaining the original copy of
each DVIR, and any corresponding certification
of repair, for at least three months from the date
the report was prepared. (More on that below.)
Motor carriers should also be certain to educate
their drivers on how to properly conduct pre-
and post-trip inspections, record vehicle defects,
and ensure that any defects that could hinder
safe operation of the vehicle are repaired prior to
operating it.

To help you remember some of the basics
surrounding DVIRs, here are four things to keep
in mind.

Service brakes, including trailer brake
connections
Parking brake

Steering mechanism
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Lighting devices and reflectors
Tires

Horn

Windshield wipers

Rear vision mirrors

Coupling devices

Wheels and rims

Emergency equipment

The report shall identify the vehicle and
list any defect or deficiency discovered by,
or reported to the driver, that would affect
the safe operation of the vehicle or result in
its mechanical breakdown. For commercial
motor vehicle (CMV) drivers, if no defects are
identified during the inspection, filing a report
is not required. (Passenger vehicles
are required to inspect, sign and file reports.)
On two-driver operations, only one driver
needs to sign the DVIR, provided both drivers
agree as to the defects or deficiencies identified.
If a driver operates more than one vehicle/
power unit (including multiple trailers) during
the day, a report shall be prepared for each
vehicle/power unit operated.

Prior to requiring or permitting a driver to
operate a vehicle, every motor carrier or its
agent shall repair any defect or deficiency listed
on the driver vehicle inspection report which
would be likely to affect the safety of operation
of the vehicle.

Every motor carrier or its agent shall certify
on the original driver vehicle inspection report
which lists any defect or deficiency that the
defect or deficiency has been repaired or that
repair is unnecessary before the vehicle is
operated again.

Every motor carrier shall maintain the original
driver vehicle inspection report, the certification
of repairs, and the certification of the driver’s
review for three months from the date the
written report was prepared.

Filling out the DVIR doesn’t need to be
complicated, but it does need to be completed —
every single time a commercial motor vehicle is
used. Take a moment to understand the basics
and set yourself up for success. You'll be glad
you did.



